Buzzy Types

Buzzy Habits

Buzzy Homes

Bees are flying insects, related to wasps and ants
Some bees are solitary, living on their own – others, including
honey bees, are social, living in large colonies
Solitary bees don’t make honey, but they are still useful –
pollinating the plants which we use for food
A colony of social bees generally includes one
queen, many workers (all of whom are female),
and from time to time, drones (males)
The queen bee is larger than the
other bees, and is the mother of
all the bees in a nest! She can lay
as many as 2,000 eggs in a day
The worker bees look after the
queen, collecting nectar for food,
looking after the babies, and
guarding the nest from
enemies such as wasps

During the summer, worker bees spend a lot of time
outside the hive, collecting nectar
Bees find nectar inside flowers – they take the nectar back to their
nests to make into honey
As the bee climbs into a flower it is covered in pollen – it also rubs
off pollen it picked up from other flowers. This process helps the
flower convert into fruit and seeds
The pollen sticks to bees because of static electricity – the same thing
that makes a balloon stick to your jumper if you rub it!
When a bee finds a good source of nectar, it does a
dance called a waggle dance to show other
bees where to find it
If a bee colony is attacked, the bees
will form into a swarm
to protect it

The home of a honey bee colony is called a hive
Inside the hive, the bees construct
honeycombs, which are used for storing
honey, (for food), and rearing babies
Natural bee hives are found in
sheltered places such as
caves and hollow trees
Man-made bee hives
tend, these days, to
be made of wood –
but they can be
made from earth,
clay or straw
Other types of bee
often live in holes
in the ground

Buzzy
Bodies

Buzzy Life

Bees have:
2 pairs of wings
2 antennae

Inside each honey bee hive there is a queen bee. She is bigger
than the rest of the bees and she lives for up to 2-3 years
The queen lays eggs inside the honeycomb – these hatch into
babies called larvae
The worker bees feed the larvae. They feed some of them
with royal jelly, which comes from a gland in their heads.
The larvae fed on royal jelly turn into new queens
New queens fly off,
accompanied by some of the
worker bees, to establish
new hives. When this
happens, it is called
swarming
In the winter,
bees huddle
around the queen
to keep her
warm

•

1 long tongue
called a proboscis
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6 legs

Bees pollinate plants. What does this mean, and why is it important to us?
What sort of bee is a drone?
What do bees make honey from?
Why do bees make honey?
How many legs does a bee have?
In what sort of places do bees make their nests?
How many eggs can a queen bee lay?
How long does a queen bee live?
What is a bee’s tongue called?
What is the waggle dance, and why do bees do it?
What makes pollen stick to bees?
Why do bees swarm?
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