NEWS LETTER

May 2019

Here is the May 2019 newsletter. Any contributions or ideas for future editions
please email to: newsletter@gwentbeekeepers.co.uk

Things to Think About
Apologies for the lack of an April edition of the newsletter but hopefully this month’s
offering will make up for any disappointment. (Ed)

This Month’s Meeting
We are now back to the regular monthly apiary sessions. Apiary Sessions are held usually
on the second Sunday of the month, May to September, at 2.15pm and currently take place
at Ochran Farm, Llanover. This month’s meeting is on Sunday 12th May.
Directions: The Association Apiary is located at Ochran Farm, Llanover. Proceed north on
the A4042 through Llanover; shortly after a lane on the left-hand side signposted Upper
Llanover, there is another turning on the left leading to a track past a cottage up to Ochran
Farm. Heading south on the A4042 from Llanellen, the turning for Ochran Farm is on the
right-hand side after passing a lay-by on the left-hand side of the road.
Bee suits are available for use by visitors and beginners.

BBA Basic Exam
It's that time of year again when we put out a call to see if any of you are interested in
having a go at the Basic Exam.

A little bit more info on the Basic Exam. The syllabus - step 1 in preparation - is available on
the BBKA web site. You will notice there is quite a lot of material to be covered - much of it
you will probably know already. Quarter of the assessment is on your hive handling
skills. We hold the exam at one of our apiaries and each candidate will be given a particular
time slot. We will have 2 assessors, so it usually goes 2 start at 10.30and the next 2 at
12.00. 2 more at 2.00pm and then 3.30 if needed. You light your smoker and then go to the
apiary with the assessor and go through a hive. The assessor will chat and ask questions and
prompt you if needed. They are very understanding folk - they realise you may be a bit
nervous. When finished at the hive, you return to the shed and sit down to go through a
sheet of questions - different ones for each candidate.
The syllabus is divided into 4 sections and you need to pass (50%,) on each section. In the
last few years they have given more emphasis to disease and swarm control. You need to
have one method of swam control well understood. Janet Bromley can provide you with
some study notes - they are given as a guide to the level of detail looked for. Using BBKA e
learning, and books like BBKA Guide to Beekeeping - Ivor Davis and Roger Cullum-Kenyon,
The Haynes Bee Manual - Claire and Adrian Waring (excellent pieces on the "Nucleus"
method!) are great places to start. Many other good books out there as well so do read
widely.
If you would like to chat about it then contact Janet (bromleyjan@hotmail.com). We shall
be holding the exam in early July. Entry forms are on the BBKA website. Just download fill
in and send to Janet. It costs £20.00.

In the News
Bee’s survive Notre Dame
Bees survive Notre Dame fire after getting ‘drunk on smoke’ Thousands of insects on
cathedral's roof emerged unscathed from inferno, confounding beekeepers who feared they
had perished. Hundreds of thousands of bees that live in Notre Dame’s roof survived the
raging fire – to the relief of beekeepers who presumed them dead. Hunkered down in their
hives, protecting the queen, the roughly 180,000 bees emerged unscathed from the inferno
that tore through the Paris landmark. “It’s a big day,” said Notre Dame beekeeper Nicolas
Geant. “I am so relieved. I saw satellite photos that showed the three hives didn’t burn.
“Instead of killing them, the CO2 [from smoke] makes them drunk, puts them to sleep,” he
said. Mr Geant has overseen the insects since 2013, when the hives were installed on the
wooden roof the stone sacristy at the south of the cathedral. Notre Dame’s smallest
residents moved in as part of a Paris-wide initiative to boost declining bee numbers. Hives
were also introduced above Paris’s gilded Opera Bastille. The cathedral’s hives were lower
than Notre Dame’s main roof and the 19th-century spire that burned and collapsed during
Monday evening’s fire. Bees do not have lungs so they cannot die from smoke inhalation –
but they can succumb to excessive heat. European bees, unlike some other bee species, do
not abandon their hives when facing danger. If the wax that protects their hive melts, the

bees inside simply die, Mr Geant explained. Smoke, on the other hand, is innocuous.
Beekeepers regularly smoke out the hives to sedate the colony whenever they need access

inside. The hives produce around 75kg of honey annually, which is sold to Notre Dame
employees. “When bees sense fire, they gorge themselves on honey and stay to protect
their queen, who doesn’t move,” Mr Geant said. “I saw how big the flames were, so I
immediately thought it was going to kill the bees. Even though they were 30m lower than
the top roof, the wax in the hives melts at 63C.”
Reproduced from an article by David Richards of Warwickshire Beekeepers

World Bee Day
The UN designated 20th May as World Bee Day, which coincides with the birthday of Anton
Janša, who in the 18th century pioneered modern beekeeping techniques in his native

Slovenia and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, while needing so little
attention.
2018 was the first observance of World Bee Day.
The main purpose of the events is to spread awareness of the significance of bees and other
pollinators for our survival. The publicity for the event is asking everybody to help improve
the conditions for bees, thus improving conditions for the survival of people. They claim no
major steps are needed; what counts is each and every action that facilitates the existence
of bees.
Every individual can contribute to the preservation of bees and other pollinators:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Plant nectar-bearing flowers for decorative purposes on balconies, terraces, and
gardens.
Buy honey and other hive products from your nearest local beekeeper.
Raise awareness among children and adolescents on the importance of bees and
express your support for beekeepers.
Preserve old meadows – which feature a more diverse array of flowers – and sow
nectar-bearing plants.
Cut grass on meadows only after the nectar-bearing plants have finished blooming.
Offer suitable farming locations for the temporary or permanent settlement of bees
so that they have suitable pasture; as a consequence, they will pollinate our plants,
which will thereby bear more fruit.
Use pesticides that do not harm bees, and spray them in windless weather, either
early in the morning or late at night, when bees withdraw from blossoms.
Mulch blooming plants in orchards and vineyards before spraying them with
pesticides so that they do not attract bees after being sprayed.

For more information visit : www.worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html

Conservation Groups resign from Government Pesticide Forum
The following is a copy of an interesting letter sent from three of the country’s major
conservation groups to the Government to express concern about the lack of mandatory
measures to restrict the use of pesticides and formally resigning from the Government
Pesticide Forum which they believe is ineffective in bring about the changes needed. The
alarming decline in pollinating insects and to the honey bee population should be a concern
to us all.

Short Articles
Last Month’s Meeting
Last month’s meeting was on the topic of “Showing Honey, Beeswax and Other Beekeeping
Items" and was given by given by Sue Lang. Sue’s talk covered a wide range of interesting
topics related to the showing of anything relating to beekeeping.
Sus’s main advice was to remind us that that the aim of a honey show competition is to get
the judge to look at your honey or other exhibit. To do so it must have no faults which allow
the judge to put it aside. You have to remember that the judge does not want you to fail so
don’t give them any easy excuses to eliminate you.
So what are the different main classes at a honey show? They are:
• Runny Honey;
• Set Honey / Cut Comb/ Sections/ Chunk Honey;
• Frames of Honey;
• Craft/Photography;
• Cookery;
• Mead / Honey Wine;
• Beeswax and Candles.
When judging runny honey Sue explained that the judges might use a range of tools to test
your honey from tasting rods which are also
used to test viscosity through to
refractometers to check the % of water in
the honey and grading glass to check that
your honey is in the correct class. So what
are they looking for – well pretty much
everything from the quality of the jars and
lids you use through to the way you have
filled the jars, the clarity of the product, the
absence of air bubbles and the pleasant and
detectable smell that your honey has when
the lid is removed. At the end of the day it
comes down to three things:
• Is this a perfect example?
• Does it meet national standards?
• Is it better or worse than others in
the same class?
Sue took us through the details of what the
judges are looking for in ‘Set Honey’, ‘Cut
Comb’, ‘Chunk Honey’ and ‘Frames of
Honey’. It is all quite technical so if you are
new to all of this don’t be put off because there is some good news. There is a ‘Novice’

class. If you have not won a first prize at any honey show run under National Honey Show
rules, then you can enter this class. Generally new beekeepers tend to do best in the
‘Frames of Honey’, ‘Gift Class’ and ‘Foil Covered Single Jar ‘categories.
If your honey is not up to scratch then you can try entering the cookery classes, which
include cakes and fudge, and for the dipsomaniacs among you there is always the Mead and
Honey Wine class. In both classes again make sure that you know the rules for things like
cake tin size, bottle size and shape etc. Its not just about the taste.
If there is a section for ‘Crafts’ or a photography competition, then this might be right up
your street. Apparently, the photography competition is often poorly represented so if you
have the skills and some interesting pictures then give it a go as it might be the easiest
category in which to win a prize. There might be other classes including things like Essays
and Poetry, so there is something for everyone whatever your skills may be.
Sue’s explanation of the Beeswax and candle making class was wide ranging covering the
basics of beeswax cleaning, how to prepare perfect blocks of beeswax for showing and then
how to make moulded and dipped candles. Getting the correct size of wick for the width of
candle is essential and how to work out which way is up were just some of the hints and tips
that Sue shared with us.
Altogether this was a most enjoyable evening and I am sure that we would all like to thank
Sue for her excellent presentation. So, all we have to do now it to put all the advice into
practice.

Pollen charts
Whilst regular inspection of our hives is second nature to beekeepers, we can add extra
enjoyment to the inspection by trying to determine just which plant species our bees are
currently visiting. Throughout the year our bees will be bringing in pollen of all different
colours and whilst more experienced members will be familiar with what plant produces
which coloured pollen, our newer members like to learn what to look for with the help of
pollen charts. Below is an example of one such chart which shows the different pollen
colours that we may see and at what times of year they are likely to be seen. Also included
is the entry page from the Bristol Beekeepers website which has a much wider range of
pollen types with some extra information that you might find of interest and their website is
definitely worth a visit ( http://www.bristolbeekeepers.org.uk/Pollen.html).

The World’s largest bee
On a different theme altogether imagine having a hive full of the world’s largest bees.
The world's biggest bee has been found after it was thought that the species had become
extinct as there has not been a sighting since 1981. Known as Wallace's giant bee - which is
as long as an adult's thumb - the creature was found on a little-explored Indonesian island.
Wildlife experts found the single live female living inside a termites' nest in a tree, more
than two metres off the ground. The goliath is four times bigger than a European honey bee
and unlike its cousin, the solitary creature does not live in a nest with hundreds of other
bees.
Clay Bolt, a wildlife photographer, was the first to see the insect, which is named after the
British naturalist and explorer Alfred Russel Wallace. Wallace first discovered it in 1858 and
described the female bee as “a large, black wasp-like insect, with immense jaws like a stag
beetle. It was absolutely breath-taking to see this 'flying bulldog' of an insect that we
weren't sure existed any more, to have real proof right there in front of us in the wild,” said
Mr Bolt. “To actually see how beautiful and big the species is in life, to hear the sound of its
giant wings thrumming as it flew past my head, was just incredible.”

Whilst Clay Bolt might have been entranced by this ‘flying bulldog’ it might be a little more
challenging trying to persuade some of our neighbours of the benefits of our beekeeping if
we were to rear honeybees of the same dimensions.
Reproduced and adapted from an article by Lune Valley Community
Beekeepers

Events for Your Calendar
The following is a list of the Gwent Beekeepers programme for
2019:

Other Events
National Honey Show 2019
24-26 October
Sandown Park Racecourse,
Esher, Surrey

