NEWS LETTER

July 2019

Here is the July 2019 newsletter. Any contributions or ideas for future editions please
email to: newsletter@gwentbeekeepers.co.uk

Things to Think About
Throughout the summer we are only producing a newsletter every two months. Once the
winter monthly meetings start again in September, we will return to a monthly schedule.

Apiary Sessions Cancelled
As most of you will know that whilst we are extremely vigilant, train to and maintain high
standards of hygiene, American Foulbrood (AFB) bacterium is in the vicinity and has been
confirmed in a colony. As a result, we have had to destroy the colony and the Rhadyr Apiary
is subject to a government ‘Stand Still’ notice. The stand still notice allows us time to
carefully monitor all colonies on site without contaminating any other apiary. We have also
closed Ochran, so all colonies can be scrutinised and monitored for the six-week period. This
means that there will be no apiary sessions until August at the earliest. We will put details
onto the website and let you know by email if and when apiary sessions will be resumed.
Since AFB is in the area you should be aware of the signs

Detection-Diagnosis
Physical symptoms of AFB are found in the brood nest of the honey bee colony and used
brood comb. It is important for beekeepers to familiarize themselves with healthy brood
conditions and types of brood disease. There are a variety of symptoms that indicate an AFB
infection. Not all symptoms are always present in each AFB infection, particularly with the
different stages of an infection, and not all are specific to AFB. However, some symptoms
are very specific to the disease.

Spotty brood pattern
(not always specific to AFB)

Perforated brood cappings of the brood cell
(not always specific to AFB)

It is more likely that the perforated capping of a brood cell is a brood disease if the
perforations are irregular and located at the margin of the capping. This feature is seen in
other brood diseases such as chalkbrood and brood damage caused by high levels of varroa
mites.

Wax cappings with a dark, greasy appearance
(not always present in early stages of AFB).

Wax cappings that are sunken in
(not always present)

Wax cappings will be slightly concave rather than slightly convex.

Discoloured larvae
(not always specific to AFB)

Any time a larva dies in the cell, it will darken and become discoloured. Healthy larvae are
always pearl white. Infected AFB brood will turn from white, to beige, to light coffee brown,
to dark coffee brown, then to black as it begins to dry out.

Dead larvae exhibiting a gooey, mucus-like consistency that settles to the
bottom of the brood cell
(very specific to AFB, usually present other than very early or late stages of larvae
decomposition)
This is a condition specific to AFB. Place a match stick or thin twig into the cell, rotate
the stick 360° and slowly pull the stick out of the cell. If the material in the cell stretches
out to a length of 2.5 cm or more, it is infected by AFB. No other brood disease displays
this symptom. American foulbrood does not always display this symptom. If it is early in
the infection, the dead larvae will not be gooey enough. In later stages the dead larvae
will harden and dry. If this symptom is encountered, it is most definitely AFB.

Black hardened scale that adheres to the wall of the wax cell
(This is specific to AFB.) After the diseased larvae settles to the bottom of the cell it will
begin to dry and harden. This is an important symptom found in used brood comb. Look
for black, flat, charcoal-like pieces stuck to the bottom of the cell. This dried scale is

hard, brittle and cannot be removed from the wax cell without damaging it. The best
way to do this is to hold each frame with your thumb and index finger supporting the
ear of the frame and slowly rotate the frame back and forth so the bottom of the frame
rotates along a 30° axis. Make sure that you have good lighting as you do this, and if
possible, have the sun shine at your back.

What to do?
If you suspect that you have Foulbrood, you must contact your local bee inspector
(details below).
Here is a map of the current
reports which show prevalence
between Abergavenny and Usk.
If you have moved colonies into,
or out of this area since your last
visit from the Bee Inspector please advise Adam Parker at
your earliest convenience.
Remember, if you have not done
so already, please register on
BeeBase as soon as possible.
Contact Details
Name: Adam Parker
(Seasonal Bee Inspector: April - September inclusive)
Mob: 07990 138902
Email: adam.parker@apha.gov.uk
Name: Francis Gellatly (Regional Bee Inspector)
Tel: 01267 202732
Mob: 07775 119480
Email: francis.gellatly@apha.gov.uk

Help at local shows
The summer show season is with us once again and we are desperately in need of helpers to
man the Gwent Beekeepers stand at each of them. The next two shows on the list are in
August:
Llanthony Show – Saturday 3rd August
Bedwelty Show – Saturday 17th August

If you can help then please contact Peter Malone at pwlmaloney@gmail.com who will give
you details of how you can help. Also, if you have any honey or bee products that you want
to sell then these can be sold on the stand. Again let peter know.

In the News
Asian Hornet Update
The first Asian Hornet of the year has been confirmed in New Milton, Hampshire. The NBU
is working in that area with the local AHAT teams.
The alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk email to report possible sightings is receiving about 200
emails a day and it is taking time for their staff to open emails and process them.
It is much quicker to report any possible sighting using the Asian Hornet Watch app on a
mobile phone as these are processed automatically and the results are received much more
quickly. Could you please encourage all your AHAT team, beekeepers and members of the
public to download the app (which doesn’t use up too much memory) and to report
sightings using the app.

Performing Bees & ‘The Hive’ at Kew Gardens
Honeybee research led by a scientist at Nottingham Trent University has helped spark one
of the more unusual musical acts at this year's Glastonbury Festival.
Music from BE's ONE album (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UevWXcSkiNg)
incorporates the harmonious buzzing of bees collected by University researcher Dr Martin
Bencsik.
Using accelerometers embedded in the hive – devices sensitive to tiny vibrations – the
physicist is able to study the patterns of sounds the insects make in order to monitor the
health and behaviour of colonies.

His research attracted the attention of artist and Nottingham Trent University fine art
graduate, Wolfgang Buttress, who was commissioned to create the honeybee-themed
centrepiece of the UK Pavilion at last year's World Expo in Milan.
Visitors to the exhibit map the journey of the bee,
meandering through an orchard of apple trees and along a
meadow of British wildflowers before entering The Hive – a
giant 14m cube-shaped aluminium lattice structure based
on an abstract reinterpretation of a honeycomb.
Wolfgang needed a soundscape for the award-winning
sculpture – which aimed to highlight the importance of the
honeybee in food production – and the live-streamed
signals from one of Dr Bencsik's hives contributed to it.
It was from this original concept that the musical
development emerged, with Wolfgang setting out to form a
band which could accompany the soundscape from the
pavilion, including violins, piano, cello, and guitar.
Dr Bencsik's wife Deirdre, a classically-trained cellist, contributes to the musical mix, after
working out that the bees were humming in the key of C. The musicians then followed their
lead, using their pitch to improvise around their sound. Wolfgang's daughter Camille
provides the vocals.
The result was a constantly changing and evolving symphony between bee and human,
which led to the creation of a full album, ONE, on the Rivertones record label. This was
released in February to widespread critical acclaim. It is in The Guardian’s list of the best
albums of 2016.
The band performed in Glastonbury's "Glade Area" on June 23. As well as Glastonbury, the
album will also be performed at the Bluedot, Caught by the River and End of the Road
festivals.
Dr Bencsik, who is based in the University’s School of Science and Technology, said: "I have
heard a concert performance of the BE ONEalbum with my son, and had the most
extraordinary experience of being immersed in a journey that made me forget anything
else. That one hour of performance felt like five minutes.
"After the concert, everybody stayed in the theatre, mesmerised. The live performance of
BE ONE is something you must experience for yourself. No words can describe where it
takes you."
Wolfgang added: "This project continues to blossom and surprise. I am very happy that the
art, music and science continues to develop, and I very much look forward to working with
Dr Bencsik and this talented collective of musicians over the coming years."

The Hive has been moved to Kew Gardens. If you plan to go and see it check first at the Kew
Gardens website as it is currently undergoing essential maintenance
https://www.kew.org/kew-gardens/whats-in-the-gardens/the-hive

This Month’s Article
Our new study centre and Apiary.
For many years Gwent Beekeepers have aspired to own our own teaching apiary. This will
enable us to have apiary meetings as frequently as needed which would maximise our
teaching potential both for our own members and invited members of the public and school
groups. Regular weekly meetings in well-equipped surroundings would engender a pleasant
social atmosphere, that would encourage members new and veteran to attend and share
their experience. Beekeeping is an increasingly challenging activity to maintain. We need to
support and encourage each other to sustain and increase our number of beekeepers. Not
owning our own site has been a disincentive to investment on site to improve our facilities.
Up until now we have had generous land-lords who have allowed us to use their land, but
access has been limited and landlord’s circumstances can change. We have had to move
site several times. The disruption to the apiary and work involved in finding alternative sites
has been enormous.
In 2016 we were offered a very generous private donation of £80000.00 to buy our own
land. As a registered charitable association, there are limitations on buying land, so the next
step was to apply to the Charity Commission and change the status of our organisation to a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation – CIO. This was transacted and completed in
September 2017. We are now GBK CIO reg no 1174746.
It took many months of searching and viewing land to find an appropriate location central
to the area covered by our membership – the former county of Gwent. In the beginning of
2017, we found a lovely 5-acre site near Llanfair Kilgeddin. We have been supported by
many of our members and their partners who have tirelessly given of their time and
expertise to enable us to find, buy and register the land. Purchase was completed in late
2017.
The next step was to obtain planning permission for a building fit for purpose. We put our
ideas together and employed an architect to design a building with a small hall, kitchen,
toilets, veranda separated by glass from the hall (children inside, bees being demonstrated
outside), honey lab and extracting room, a large store room and workshop. Planning
permission was granted in September 2018. Having failed to obtain a large grant from the
Assembly to fund our build, we have now decided on a smaller timber-frame building and
have resubmitted our plans to accommodate this. The new plans are shown below.

Our site is 5 acres. The apiary and study centre are to be on the west side. Our plans for the
remaining area of land are to nurture a wild flower meadow, and plant a community
orchard - that we have now done. National Grid have donated us £10000.00 for some stock
proof fencing, the fruit trees and ground work.
We have been fortunate to receive a donation of £11,756.22 from Waitrose Abergavenny
plastic bag fund which we have put towards the new build. Tesco have donated us £2000.00
from their plastic bag fund. Monmouthshire Building Society have donated us £516.00
match funded to buy 9 new bee suits. The Prince of Wales fund is donating £5000.00 for
apiary equipment. Western Power are donating £1000.00 for apiary/lab equipment. We GBK – have saved £20,000.00 towards this project.
We have further smaller grant applications in the pipe line and we are continuing to work
on raising funds. If you have any ideas for potential grants, please contact any member of
the committee.

New plan for the Study Centre

New Building Plan

Events for Your Calendar
The following is a list of the Gwent Beekeepers programme for the
remainder of 2019:

Other Events
The 88th National Honey Show

T

his year the 88th National Honey Show will be held between Thursday 24th and

Saturday 26th October.

The venue is again Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9RT.
The new schedule will be available from August, but last year’s may be downloaded from the
NHS website now. For booking Workshops; this will be available from 1st September.
Topics planned for this year’s lectures include: Ralph Büchler on Varroa resistance, Varroa
sustain-able management, environmental
adaptation and selection, and the link of
honey bee complex biology to its health; John
Donoghue on managing bees for the honey
crop; Mary Montaut on bees and plants;
Shona Blair on honey against superbugs; Jo
Widdicombe on bee improvement; John
Chambers on basic honey bee genetics; Irene
Power on efficient beekeeping and Simon Rees
on the Langstroth story, and how bees fly.
Younger beekeepers will again be well catered
for with opportunities to look down the
microscope; identify pollen grains; learn to draw a bee; colouring; try on a bee suit; quizzes, and
much more … _
For full details visit the NHS website: www.honeyshow.co.uk
Photograph courtesy of the NHS.

Bees for Development Bee Safari
The charity, Bees for Development is again organising a Caribbean Bee
Safari in 2020. The 11-day trip is from 3rd to 13th February and will visit
Trinidad and Tobago.
The visit to the islands will provide a unique insight into tropical island
beekeeping with the experience of both European and Africanised
honey bees. The proceeds from the Safari helps to raise funds for the
charity’s work in poverty alleviation and protecting bees and habitats.
Full details on the BfD website:
www.beesfordevelopment.org/events-calendar/bfd-bee-safari-to-trinidad-and-tobago-2020/

